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Team points 

These team points are 

for the last two weeks 

due to not being able 

to report them last 

week. 

Message from Mr Davey 

This week has been a busy one for the whole school community as we welcomed the 
Ofsted inspection team. While we are unable to confirm the outcome until the 
official report is published, which could take up to 30 working days, we would all like 
to extend our heartfelt thanks for your ongoing support and understanding at the 
school gates and classroom doors during this time of added pressure. 

In other exciting news around the school, Year 2 have been enjoying a ‘Reading 

Pyjama Party’ today! It really proved that reading can be fun and that there are 

books out there for every one. 

Some children in Year 6 attended a Sports Ambassadors training event this week and 

will be leading games and activities during lunchtimes that engage the younger 

children during the lunchbreak.  

 

    

 

Wonder, Awe, Curiosity: Hearts and minds inspired for learning  

Dates for your diary 

Wednesday 16th October 2024 Y3 Stone Age Day 

Monday 21st October 2024 Individual and sibling photos (Pret a Portrait) 

Tuesday 22nd October 2024 Parents Phonics Workshop with Mrs Espie (2pm-3pm) 

Wednesday 23rd October 2024 Harvest Assembly with the Vicar and a special harvest lunch. 

Wednesday 23rd October 2024  PSA Halloween Disco 

Thursday 24th October 2024 HALF TERM (3:15 finish) 

Friday 25th October 2024 INSET DAY (No children) 

Tuesday 5th November 2024 Bonfire night special lunch menu 

Monday 11th November Armistice Poetry Day 

Tues 26th Nov + Thurs 28th Nov 2024 Autumn Parents Consultations 

Thursday 28th November 2024 Flu Immunisations (Reception to Year 6) 

Friday 20th December 2024 End of Autumn Term (1:30 finish) 
1262 

Children who achieved gold this week: 

Frankie (Y1) 

Trixie (Rec) 

Toby (Rec) 

Wren (Rec) 

 

Polly (Y5) 

Freya (Y5) 

Silas (Y5) 

Mila (Y6) 

Henry (Y6) 

 

Willow (Y3) 

Finn (Y4) 

Elise (Y4) 

Davey (Y4) 

 Sam (Y4) 

Isabella (Y1) 

Mia (Y1) 

James (Y1) 

Jackson (Y1) 

Charlie (Y1) 

William (Y2) 

Chloe (Y2) 

Olivia (Y2) 

Oscar (Y3) 



 
Wrap Around 

Thank you for your cooperation with the move of 

our wrap-around clubs to the Caretakers House. 

Reminders 

• This facility is for working parents. 

• Appointments should be booked in advance on 

ScoPay. 

• From Monday 4th November, if you book a 

place at Breakfast or After School Club, you 

will be charged whether or not you make use 

of the facility. 

Healthy Packed Lunches 

We are seeing an increase in chocolate products in 

school packed lunches. Please ensure that children are 

provided with a healthy packed lunch choices. 

Please also remember that we expect fruits such as 

grapes and tomatoes to be cut in half to prevent the risk 

of choking. 

Ideas for what to include in a child’s packed lunch: 

• Sandwiches or wraps 

• Yoghurt (please remember to include a teaspoon) 

• Fruit 

• Cheese 

• Mini Salad boxes 

Harvest 

Parents are invited to attend our Harvest 

Assembly on Wednesday 23rd October 

which will be held in the school hall at 9am. 

This will be led by Mr Davey and the vicar 

(Louis) from Henham Church. 

——————————————— 

We also have a special harvest themed 

school lunch on Wednesday 23rd October 

——————————————— 

In the evening the children have their 

Halloween Disco. Please see the poster later 

in the newsletter. 

———————————————— 

This year we are collecting food donations 

which will all be donated to the Uttlesford 

Foodbank. 

Donations could include: 

- tinned food (vegetables, fruit, meat, fish) 

- spreads (butter, jam, honey etc.) 

- long-life milk, juice and drinks 

- dried pasta  

- cooking sauces  

- condiments 

- tea and coffee  

- rice  

- cereal 

- toiletries 

We are looking for donations of any 

puddle suits or boy’s wedding outfits 

(waistcoats, jackets, suits and ties) for 

the dressing up box in EYFS. Any 

donations would be greatly received. 



 

I like to be a student because I learn 

new things. I like to be a student 

because things are fun 

Clara (Year 3) 

Pupil Voice 

At Henham and Ugley Primary 

School being a student is honestly 

amazing. I love every part of it. The 

lessons are fun, the staff are ever so 

kind and every student is so 

creative. 

Freya (Year 5) 

It’s like you’re actually somewhere 

that your mummy has taken you 

that is so fun. 

Isabella (Reception) 

Q) What is it like to be a student at Henham and Ugley? 

LOVELY! Because it is just brilliant 

and everyone is so kind and 

teachers are so lovely. 

Grace (Year 2) 

Being at Henham and Ugley Primary 

School is a pleasure. I travel 13 

more minutes to go to this school 

because it is one of the best schools 

in the area. In Henham I have a 

couple of best friends and all the 

teachers and the kids are lovely. It is 

amazing to be a student here I am 

so lucky to be here. Everything I 

want is here and the lunches are the 

best! We have sausage rolls, toad in 

the hole and pizza. Henham and 

Ugley School is amazing and I am 

proud to be here. 

Kelsie (Year 6) 

The reason its is great to be a student 

at Henham and Ugley Primary School 

is because the teachers are 

outstanding! I feel safe all the time. 

We do amazing learning it is 

sometimes hard but also one of the 

funnest things I do and I believe our 

school is just amazing. 

Iris (Year 4) 

Good because I like reading with 

Mrs Caffrey 

Fun because I love playing with 

Coggs 

Lucas-Jay (Year 1) 



 
Persistent Absence 

We are seeing an increase in 

children who are ‘persistently 

absent’ from school. This means 

that they have an attendance of 

less than 90%. 

Please be aware that phoning 

the school to report illness must 

fit in with the criteria of the 

poster. There are only a few 

reasons why children would be 

‘too ill for school’. Children can 

continue to come to school with 

symptoms of a common cold.   

The school reserves the right to 

conduct home visits to check on 

a child’s wellbeing when they 

are off sick. 

A pattern of sporadic days off 

are a cause for concern for us 

and the school reserves the right 

to ask for evidence that you 

have seen a GP if children are 

regularly ill. We are monitoring 

attendance  closely. It is a 

parents legal duty to ensure that 

children are in school everyday 

the school is open.  

Henham Dragons 

Rickling    P  -  P    Henham 

Unfortunately this match was 
postponed due to the substantial 

amount of rain we had on Monday and 
Tuesday and the ability to bring it all 
together given the busy week we’ve 

had at Henham. 

Our next fixture is an away fixture at St 
Mary’s on Thursday. 

Secondary Schools Admissions (Year 6 parents only) 

As you may be aware, the new secondary school admission round 
opened on Thursday, 12 September 2024, for parents of current 
Year 6 children to apply for a secondary school (Year 7) place for 

September 2025. 
 

The statutory national closing date for applications is 31 October 
2024. 

 
Applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 

99% of parents in Essex applied online last year. 

All of the application information is available on the website above. 

The website also has a copy of the Secondary Education in Essex 
2025-26 booklet which contains details of all secondary school 

admission policies. 

http://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions


 
Cosy Reading Day in Year 2 

This Friday, we celebrated all things reading! We dressed up in our cosy pyjamas, brought in our slippers, 

dressing gowns and teddy bears and enjoyed a range of reading activities.  

We shared our favourite books and 

did free reading in the morning. We 

had a selection of poetry, non-fiction 

and fiction books on our tables to 

enjoy.  

“My favourite book is a fact book about rocks and minerals. It is 

my favourite book because it tells you lots of information about the 

world.” Finn  

We had story time and read our class book Charlie & 

the Chocolate Factory in the school library with hot 

chocolate. 

We then enjoyed some time exploring the selection 

of books there and everyone chose a pleasure for 

reading book to take home.  

We listened to Michael Rosen’s poem Chocolate Cake. We then 

made free poetry using our Luck Of The Draw poetry jars.  

Year 5 came in and read with 

us. We shared our favourite 

stories and the Year 5 children 

helped us with our reading.  

“My favourite part of 

the day was the poetry 

because it was fun and 

we got to do some 

writing.” Olivia B  



 
Class in the spotlight A class in focus 

Each week, we will focus on a different class and share all the creative and fun lessons they have been doing. This week we are 

focussed on Year 6. 

This term, Year 6 will are using the beautifully written 

book, October, October by Katya Balen to inspire our 

creative writing. The children are learning how to write 

creatively by exploring descriptive language, characters, 

and storytelling. They are working on  writing their own 

descriptive paragraphs, using ideas from the book to 

inspire them. We have also been looking at  important 

themes like nature, family and change. 

In Art we used water 

colour to paint our 

own barn owls.  

In guided reading our focus has been on female poets. We really enjoyed  watch-

ing Amanda Gorman  recite her  poem , ‘The Hills We Climb’ during Joe Biden’s in-

auguration. Her poem is very inspirational and Amanda is  clever with her use of 

language. We then chose our favourite lines from her poem and recited them dur-

ing our celebration assembly. 

 Art 



 
PE 

In Year 6 PE, the children have been taking part in Outdoor Adventurous Activities (OAA) that help them build 

important physical and thinking skills. These activities include orienteering, fun challenges, and team games that 

teach them how to work together and communicate better. OAA helps the children to develop their teamwork and 

confidence while enjoying fun challenges. Some of their favourites have been cracking a code, giant noughts and 

crosses and having to get their team across the playground using only three hoops. 

This term in Year 6, our topic is, Crime and Punishment. The children are ex-

ploring how justice has changed over time and how much of our current 

British law is based on principals from the Romans. They are also learning 

about different crimes and punishments from history and comparing these to 

modern times. The children are developing their critical thinking and under-

standing of how justice affects everyone. 



 
Science 

In science, we are learning about Taxonomy and how to 

classify living organisms according to their shared 

characteristics and features. We were surprised to learn that 

a killer whale is actually classified as a dolphin and isn’t part 

of the whale family at all. 

 

This October, we’re excited to 

introduce Inktober, a fun art 

competition for everyone! 

Each day, children are          

challenged to create a drawing 

based on a simple word 

prompt in order to fill their 

grid. Be as creative as possible and have fun. Please hand 

in your drawings to Mrs Fleming at the end of October. 

          

Our Sports Ambassadors 

On Wednesday the 2nd of October, the 

year 6 house captains went to Thaxted Pri-

mary School to complete their Sports Am-

bassador Training. We learnt the qualities 

of a good leader and how to look after KS1 

and KS2 children on the playground. We 

also learnt how to lead a variety of outdoor 

games. Some of our favourites were: dot to 

dot, skipping and tennis ball challenges. We 

had a fantastic afternoon.  



 

Tickets will be sold on the school gate from Monday 14th October until 

Friday 18th October. Please note that Nursery parents must stay with the 

children for duration of the disco. 



 
Reading at home 

Reading + Phonics Terminology  

we use this terminology with the children at school. It would be extremely helpful to your child if you used it at home too when 
reading with your child. 

 

Phoneme – the smallest unit of sound in speech, made by 1 or more letters.  

Grapheme – a written unit of sound, made by 1 or more letters.  

Digraph – 2 letters that make 1 sound, e.g. ‘ai’ as in ‘train’.  

Trigraph – 3 letters that make one sound, e.g. ‘igh’ as in ‘night’.  

Split digraph - Where the ‘e’ in the word is silent and changes the vowel sound, so that instead of saying the letter sound – it 
says the letter name. For example, ‘i-e’ as in ‘slide’.  

Pseudo words – these are decodable words, but not real words in English. For example, ‘whape’ or ‘stroft’.  
Harder to read and spell words - common words that can’t be sounded out using basic phonics – including many of the most 
useful words in English, such as ‘the’, ‘was’, ‘one’, ‘were’, ‘their’, etc.  
Echo reading – The adult reads first, then the child reads it, exactly as the adult read it.  
Choral reading – This follows echo reading where both the adult and child read at the same time.  
Finger tracking – This is where an adult or the child places their finger above the words as they read, so that the reader can pro-
cess the lines of text below.  
Idiom - A group of words or a phrase that don't necessarily mean what you want to say. For example, ‘.  



 
E-safety 


